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Internship
Pride Senior Network, a 
not-for-profit advocacy 
organization for aging 
lesbian and gay men seeks 
a social work intern. 
Opportunity for varied 
work, both administrative 
and clerical. Hours are 
flexible. For more 
information, call Ellen 
Ensig-Brodsky, (212) 757- 
3203, or write Pride Senior 
Network, 1756 Broadway, 
Suite #11H, New York, NY 
10019.
Fathers of Gay 
Men
An independent scholar is 
looking for fathers of gay 
men willing to talk about 
their experiences. If you are 
interesting in participating 
or know someone who 
might be, please contact 




The emerging dynamics between 
nontraditional relationships and 
traditional family structures were explored 
this May at Relatively Speaking: A 
Conference on Lesbian, Cay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Families. The two-day 
conference was co-sponsored by CLAGS 
in association with New York University's 
Humanities Council. The conference was 
organized by Renate Reinmann (CUNY) 
and Mary Bernstein (NYU).
"Relatively Speaking was the first major 
public forum in which family issues were 
discussed proactively by members of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
communities along with scholars and 
activists," remarked CLAGS Executive 
Director Jill Dolan. "Given recent 
legislative initiatives and cultural debates, 
this conference will move the 
conversation in informed, progressive 
directions."
More than one hundred panelists 
discussed such topics as motherhood, 
spirituality, legal changes, domestic 
violence, youth issues, economic 
relationships, and spirituality.
Participants included some of the leading 
experts on queer families in the United 
States, including M.V. Lee Badgett, John 
D'Emilio, Lisa Duggan, Paula Ettlelbrick, 
Elias Farajaje'-Jones, Thomas Allen Harris, 
and Evan Wolfson, among others.
Ackerman Lecture
The First Annual Dr. John Patten Memorial 
Lecture was held November 14 at the Hunter 
College of Social Work. CLAGS agreed to co­
sponsor the lecture, developed to honor the 
life and work of Dr. John Patten, faculty 
member of the Ackerman Institute for Family 
Therapy, Medical Director of the Institute's 
AIDS Project, and co-founder and co-director 
of the Institute's Gay and Lesbian Family 
Study Project. Dr. Patten was also co-founder 
and senior editor of In The Family Magazine, 
a family therapy-oriented magazine for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and their relations. He died 
of AIDS on October 4, 1995.
The lecture was developed to explore the role 
and issues of gays, lesbians and bisexuals in 
the American family. A panel of distinguished 
scholars and thinkers on gay family life were 
gathered, including Kath Weston, Associate 
Professor of Anthropology at Arizona State 
University and author of Families We Choose: 
Lesbians and Cays and Kinship and Render 
Me, Cender Me; Jose Munoz, Assistant 
Professor of Performance Studies at New York 
University and co-editor of Pop/Out: Queer 
Warhol and Politics in Motion: Culture,
Music, and Dance in Latina/o America; and 
Thomas Allen Harris, Assistant Professor of 
Visual Arts at the University of California at 
San Diego and director of the film Vintage: 
Families of Value which looks at African- 
American gay and lesbian sibling 
relationships. The panel was moderated by 
family therapist Stanley Siegel, MSW.
Panelists explored how race, ethnicity, class, 
and sexual orientation influence the family life 
of gay and lesbian people. A lively discussion 
developed among members of the Ackerman 
Family Therapy Institute and other family 
therapists, challenging common notions and 
beliefs about gay people in families. The 
event was stimulating and thought-provoking. 
Many attendees expressed interest in 
participating in next year's lecture, which will 
be held November 20.
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